Study Guide
Unit 2: Aztecs & Spanish
1. Vocabulary words:
-Aztecs

-aqueduct

-chinampa

-compulsory

-tribute

-omen

-calpolli

-artisans

-quetzal

-glyphs

-principalities

-caliphate

-Spanish Inquisition

-Missionaries

-intermediary

-Franciscan order

-mestizo

-Viceroy



2. The Aztec Homeland

-Why did the Aztecs choose their homeland?

-How did they respond to the challenges of the Mountains, Swamp and being an Island?

3. Aztec Gods

Complete the following chart by writing a fact or two about each god:
	God
	Fact

	Huitzilopochtli
	

	Tezcatlipoca
	

	Quetzalcoatl
	

	Tlaloc
	


4. Aztec calendars

-what 2 calendars did the Aztecs have?

-Who was at the centre of the stone calendar? What did this represent?

5. Human Sacrifice


-Why did they believe it was necessary to give the gods human blood? What would happen if the gods weren’t fed human blood?

-What was the “new fire” ceremony?

6. Tenochtitlan


-Why did they believe Tenochtitlan was the centre of the universe?


-Why were the temples built in pyramid shapes? How many temples were there?

7. Expanding the Empire

-Why did the Aztecs have to trade? What sorts of things did they trade?

-What double function did Merchants have?



8. Aztec Social Hierarchy

-What were 2 responsibilities and 2 privileges of the Emperor?

-What was a calpoli? What did they own?

-What did the Merchants do? What was their role in the empire?

-What was the difference between Aztec and European farmers in the middle ages?

-How could you move up in Aztec society? What did this demonstrate about their values?

9. Aztec Education

-What were children taught in schools for Nobles and what were commoners taught? How did this maintain social order?

-How was Aztec education for women different than Europe in the dark ages?
10. Spain looks westward

-What empire dominated Spain for centuries? Describe Spain at this time

-What was the Spanish Inquisition? What was its goal? 

-Spain explored for God, Gold and Glory. Be able to explain each



11. Deadly meeting

-What was the deadly formula?

-Describe how the fight was unequal considering Germs, Guns and Steel.

-Who was Malinche and how was she key to Cortes’ conquest?
12. Changing Worldviews

-Describe the advantages and disadvantages of the encomienda system

-What were the Spaniards in Mexico doing that the Spaniards in Spain were doing in common?

-What 2 policies did Cortes put in place to make sure it would thrive as a colony?


13. Compare the similarities of Aztecs and Spaniards.
