Social 10-2 Critical Challenge: Historical Globalization and Imperialism
Students will put a historical document in context. 

Background: 
None
Step One:  
Define Terms


Students will complete the Step One Critical Challenge Tool: Define Terms handout.
Step Two: 
Examine a Historical Document
Students will read the poem “White Man’s Burden” by Rudyard Kipling and rewrite the poem in contemporary language.

Step Three:
Research to Establish Context
Students will do a little research to establish the context surrounding the poem.   Refer to Step Three: Research Questions for more information.
Step Four: 
Analyze the Text
Students will complete the “Analyze the text” questions in Step Four: Analyze the Text. 
Step Five: 
Evaluate the Text

Students will complete the “Analyze the text” questions in Step Five: Evaluate the Text. 
Activity One:
Reach your Conclusion
Students will write a response to conclusion question:  

. 

Step One Critical Challenge Tool: Define Terms
	Term
	Definition
	Example

	Imperialism
	
	

	Raw Material
	
	

	Market
	
	

	Colony
	
	

	Protectorate
	
	

	Sphere of Influence
	
	

	Company land grant
	
	


Step Two: Questions

Read Rudyard Kipling, The White Man's Burden, 1899 and write in the column beside it what you think the poet means in modern language:
	The White Man's Burden 

Take up the White Man's burden--
Send forth the best ye breed--
Go bind your sons to exile
To serve your captives' need;
To wait in heavy harness,
On fluttered folk and wild--
Your new-caught, sullen peoples,
Half-devil and half-child.

Take up the White Man's burden--
In patience to abide,
To veil the threat of terror
And check the show of pride;
By open speech and simple,
An hundred times made plain
To seek another's profit,
And work another's gain.

Take up the White Man's burden--
The savage wars of peace--
Fill full the mouth of Famine
And bid the sickness cease;
And when your goal is nearest
The end for others sought,
Watch sloth and heathen Folly
Bring all your hopes to nought.

Take up the White Man's burden--
No tawdry rule of kings,
But toil of serf and sweeper--
The tale of common things.
The ports ye shall not enter,
The roads ye shall not tread,
Go mark them with your living,
And mark them with your dead.

Take up the White Man's burden--
And reap his old reward:
The blame of those ye better,
The hate of those ye guard--
The cry of hosts ye humour
(Ah, slowly!) toward the light:--
"Why brought he us from bondage,
Our loved Egyptian night?"

Take up the White Man's burden--
Ye dare not stoop to less--
Nor call too loud on Freedom
To cloke your weariness;
By all ye cry or whisper,
By all ye leave or do,
The silent, sullen peoples
Shall weigh your gods and you.

Take up the White Man's burden--
Have done with childish days--
The lightly proferred laurel,
The easy, ungrudged praise.
Comes now, to search your manhood
Through all the thankless years
Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom,
The judgment of your peers!

	


Step Three: Research to Establish Context

Students will do a little research to establish the context surrounding the poem.   Answer the following questions.

1) Who was Rudyard Kipling?

2) When Did Rudyard Kipling Live?

3) What was his or her role/occupation?

4) When was the poem published?  For whom?
5) What is the authors’ perspective? How could this person’s culture or identity influence his or her perspective? Is this one persons point of view of is it the perspective of a group?
Step Four: Analyze the Text.
1) Powerful language: Identify terms or words that powerfully communicate the authors meaning.
	Powerful Words
	Meaning in Context

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


2) Assumptions: Identify Assumptions or Bias of the Writer and an alternate point of view:
	Assumptions or Bias
	Alternative point of view

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Step Five: Evaluate the Text. 
1) From what perspective did the writer view his or her topic?
2) What factors may have swayed the speakers opinion?

3) What might be the writer’s goal?

4) How is the writer’s opinion reflective of his time?

5) Does the poem represent the views of many people? Is the view important? Why?

Activity One: Reach Your Conclusion
Students will write a response to the following questions:  

How valid is the information? Create a list of Criteria based on bias, sources, objectivity, evidence, and reliability:
	Criteria
	Applied to the poem

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Do you agree with the views of the writer or not?
