Overarching Critical Inquiry Legacies of Historical Globalization In Canada

Critical Challenge: Canada's Efforts at Restitution
Assess the Government of Canada's official response to address the treatment of Aboriginal peoples in residential schools. 

Students explore the issues surrounding redress for the consequences of historical imperialism by assessing the adequacy of Canada's official response to the treatment of Aboriginal peoples in residential schools.

After preparing positions on Canada's official response, students will write letters to the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs promoting one of these three positions: 

· congratulate the government for its excellent response 

· acknowledge the government's barely  acceptable response and suggest improvements 

· chastise the government for its woefully inadequate response and suggest a substantially different course of action. 

It is important students have an understanding of the context in which residential schools existed and the effects of the schools on the lives of individuals and on Aboriginal societies. It may be necessary to provide students with balanced accounts of the history of residential schools in order to provide the necessary background knowledge (see References). In light of the November 23, 2005, provision for restitution for residential school students, you may want to bring in Elders and/or Aboriginal community members to speak to the impact of residential schools and restitution for residential school. Guest speakers may be able to help students dispel any misconceptions and create a context for students' exploration of this issue.

Background: Read - Exploring Globalization p. 162-179 
Step One:  Hook Article

Students will read Step One Critical Challenge Tool: Shameful Treatment Newspaper Article and participate in a “brainstorm” or "popcorn" activity in which students generate issue questions based on the students reaction to reading the article – think like a reporter.  An example of the kinds of questions students might generate is: 

· Should governments compensate individuals or groups for past injustices?
Write the 6 best questions in the chart: Step Two “Narrowing the List” Critical Challenge Tool

Step Two: Group Perspective Analysis

Students will gather in small “perspective groups”. Each group will be responsible for responding by answering the questions generated in Step One through the lens of one of the three perspectives.  The three perspectives are:
· A Native Canadian perspective 

· The Used Car Salesman’s perspective 

· A Canadian Students Perspective 

Students should use the: Step Two Critical Challenge Tool: Perspectives Chart at the back of the package.  Students should choose the 3-4 best questions from Step One and answer them in the perspective that has been assigned their group by the instructor.

The teacher may choose to have the students share their answers from their perspective groups by presenting the perspectives in front of the class or organizing a “jigsaw” activity.
Step Three: “Investigating the Event” 

Students will look at a variety of resources provided below and take notes using: Step Three “Investigating the Event” Critical Challenge Tool to record their research.
The first topic to be researched is a general Introduction to the history of residential schools. Students should:

· Introduce the history of residential schools
· Discussing the lingering impact of this abusive practice
· Explain the Government of Canada “Path to Healing” policy
· Provide information on residential schools and their impact on Aboriginal peoples and the Canadian government's response. 
The second topic to be researched is Additional information on restitution proposals.  Students should:

· Research additional responses by both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal organizations to the Canadian governments proposed restitution.  Students may also choose a different historical effort at restitution.
· This research may reveal important issues that are not addressed in the Canadian government's plan. 
· It will be important that students research a range of perspectives on the topic. 
· Students should look for evidence of a bias or lack of balanced or fair-minded treatment in the resources they consult.

The third topic to be researched is: Government responses to other injustices.

· Students should investigate other ways in which governments have responded to historical instances of abuse; e.g., response to Japanese internment, compensation to tainted blood victims, retribution for the wrongfully jailed [Donald Marshall], prosecutions related to Slobodan Milosevic's genocide, South Africa's process of reconciliation. 

· Introduce the history of the historical abuse

· Discussing the lingering impact of this abusive practice

Research Topics:

Assembly of First Nations. Indian Residential 
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada. Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. 
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada. The Path To Healing... 
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada. Backgrounder: The Residential School System. 
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada. Statement of Reconciliation. 
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada. Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. 
OKA Crisis in Quebec   

Northwest Rebellion 

Donald Marshall  

Australian Residential Schools 

Indian Wars in the US 
Japanese American Internment During WWII 

Japanese Canadian Internment During WW II 
The Slave Trade:  Should Reparations Be Paid? 
Chinese Head Tax 

Students are encouraged to look at other resources for their research.
Activity One: Write a properly addressed letter to the Minister of Indian Affairs
After preparing positions on Canada's official response, students will write a letter to the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs promoting one of these three positions: 

· congratulate the government for its excellent response 

· acknowledge the government's barely acceptable response and suggest improvements 

· chastise the government for its woefully inadequate response and suggest a substantially different course of action. 

In you letter you must assess the adequacy of Canada's response to residential schools

Students might find it helpful to consider four questions: 

1) Was a significant injustice committed? 

2) Were the people who had a role in this event knowingly culpable? 

3) Do current governments or organizations bear any responsibility for past practices? 

4) What would an appropriate, feasible and fair response require? 

Extension: Compare and Contrast Responses to the Legacies of Historical Globalization
Students choose two different historical injustices and complete the Extension “Compare and Contrast Responses to the Legacies of Historical Globalization Chart” Critical Challenge Ven Diagram Tool to compare and contrast the two historical injustices.  Students should consider:

· Historical Events

· Impacts on people

· Attempts at reconciliation

. 

Step One Critical Challenge Tool: Shameful Treatment Newspaper Article

Shameful treatment




Mon, October 1, 2007
By ANDREW HANON http://www.edmontonsun.com/News/Columnists/Hanon_Andrew/2007/10/01/4540187.html
Note to the salesman who last week sold a used pickup truck to Driftpile First Nation elder Peter Willier: Shame on you. 

Shame on you for going to Driftpile's September pow- wow on the shore of Lesser Slave Lake and scouting out former native residential school students, who this fall will receive financial compensation for the misery they endured as children. 

Shame on you for convincing a decorated Second World War veteran - who's now 84 and relies on his children to help him with financial decisions - to buy a second pickup, telling him that he can pay it all off when he gets his cheque. 

And shame on you for callously turning Willier away when he came to you the day after he took possession of the truck, asking you to take it back. A deal is a deal, you told him. 

You're disgusting. 

Caroline Bellecourt can hardly contain her outrage when she thinks of how her father was so ruthlessly exploited. 

"What does my 84-year-old dad need with a four-by-four extended cab?" she says through clenched teeth. "He already has a truck." 

Her elderly father, she says, is growing forgetful. His doctor is urging Willier to start thinking about giving up driving altogether, and he was considering giving the truck he already owned to one of his granddaughters. 

"Then this guy comes along," Bellecourt says. Bellecourt's now trying to figure out what recourse her father has to get out of the contract, and whether any laws have been broken. She's been in touch with the police and the Alberta Motor Vehicle Industry Council, but hasn't heard if there's anything they can do. 

The Alberta RCMP is bracing for a lot more complaints of this kind all across the province as swindlers, carpetbaggers and other vermin start slithering out from the floorboards this fall, targeting residential school survivors. 

Willier is one of 140,000 aboriginal children across Canada who went through the native residential school system, where many were cut off from their families, forbidden to speak their native language, starved, beaten, and emotionally abused. Thousands were sexually abused. 

The last of the schools was shut down in the 1970s, but it wasn't until the 1990s that the government and churches that ran them finally apologized for the century-long campaign of cultural genocide. 

This fall, the government has finally agreed to hand over $2 billion in compensation to the victims - a $10,000 lump sum payment, plus $3,000 for every year an individual was in residential school. 

The average payout will be $28,000, and swindlers are salivating at the chance to liberate the elderly from their long-overdue compensation. 

Willier was one of the first Canadian soldiers in his regiment, the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, to step onto Juno Beach on D-Day during the Second World War. 

He chased the retreating enemy to within 16 kilometres of Berlin. 

Last Nov. 11, he was invited to Ottawa to lay a wreath at the national cenotaph on behalf of the Aboriginal Veterans Society of Alberta. Willier proudly wore the chestful of medals he earned in the service of the same country that, when he was child, had locked him up in a boarding school and tried to erase his proud heritage. 

As he prepared for the trip to Ottawa, Willier said that putting on a Canadian uniform and fighting to end tyranny in Europe - even though he himself was a victim of racist tyranny right here at home - was an easy decision. 

"You do it because it's the right thing," he said last fall. 

It's a sickening travesty that an unscrupulous salesman won't now do the right thing by Willier.
Step Two “Narrowing the List” Critical Challenge Tool: 
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	Native Canadian
	Car Salesman
	Canadian Student

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Step Three “Investigating the Event” Critical Challenge Tool: 
Investigating the Event – Introduction to the history of residential schools
	Questions
	Answers/details

	What happened?


	

	Who was involved?

	

	When did it happen?


	

	Where did it take place?


	

	Why do I think it happened?


	

	How was it resolved?


	


Step Three “Investigating the Event” Critical Challenge Tool: 
Investigating the Event – Additional information on restitution proposals
	Questions
	Answers/details

	What happened?


	

	Who was involved?

	

	When did it happen?


	

	Where did it take place?


	

	Why do I think it happened?


	

	How was it resolved?


	


Step Three “Investigating the Event” Critical Challenge Tool: 
Investigating the Event – Government responses to other injustices.
	Questions
	Answers/details

	What happened?


	

	Who was involved?

	

	When did it happen?


	

	Where did it take place?


	

	Why do I think it happened?


	

	How was it resolved?


	


Extension “Compare and Contrast Responses to the Legacies of Historical Globalization Chart” Critical Challenge Ven Diagram Tool
Event:







Event:
	Differences

	Similarities
	Differences


10-1 : To what extent should contemporary society respond to the legacies of historical globalization?


