COLD WAR Timeline

Several events during the Cold War are important to the history of the Twentieth Century, as hostilities between the two superpowers fluctuated throughout the 45 year period.  This assignment will have you analyze the important events in order to have a better understanding of their significance.

PART ONE

Place the following events in the order that they occurred on a timeline (can be listed in chronological order or placed on a line) – but make sure to include dates!  
Use two different colors when placing the events on the timeline to indicate the level of hostility between the superpowers caused by these events: increased tension or decreased tension (e.g. if you used red for high tension and blue for reduced tension, the Cuban Missile Crisis would be written in red and the SALT treaty would be written in blue – if you do not have coloured pens then put a (+) ior (-) next to the even in order to indicate if it increased tension or not). 

Students should note their rational or reason for thinking the event increased or decreased tension between the USA and USSR in a sentence or two.   

1. Soviet Union tests H-Bomb

2. Cuban Missile Crisis

3. Helsinki Accords

4. Czech uprising (Prague Spring)

5. U.S. Star Wars research begins

6. Vietnam War

7. Bay of Pigs Invasion

8. Warsaw Pact dissolves

9. Partial Test Ban Treaty signed

10. NATO set up

11. Polish “Solidarity” uprisings

12. Berlin Wall is built

13. U.S. announces Marshall Plan

14. I.N.F. Treaty signed

15. Berlin Wall torn down

16. U-2 incident prior to Paris Peace Conference

17. Korean War

18. Creation of Warsaw Pact

19. Berlin Airlift

20. Hungarian Revolt

21. Soviet invasion of Afghanistan

22. American-Soviet hotline established

23. SALT treaty signed

24. U.S. tests H-Bomb

25. U.S. supports Communist China into U.N.

26. Four powers divide Germany

27. Germany is re-united

28. Sputnik is launched

29. Soviet Union ceases to exist

30. START
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