SS 30-2                                                                                          name:

Chapter 12 – Exploring Economic Equality                                                                   

3.4 - explore the extent to which governments should encourage economic equality

3.5 – examine the extent to which the practices of political and economic systems reflect the values of liberalism
Task 1

Introduction Powerpoint

Task 2
Review the understandings of Economic Equality (pages 310-311).  Create a visual that demonstrates your understanding of egalitarianism, equality of opportunity and equitable distribution of income:
	Egalitarianism
	Equality of Opportunity
	Equitable Distribution

Of Income

	
	
	


Task 3

Complete the following table by summarizing the differences between Command economy, Mixed Economy and Free-market economy.

	System
	What will be produced?
	How will goods & services be produced?
	To whom will goods & services be distributed?
	Who will make these decisions?

	Command economy
	
	
	
	

	Mixed economy
	
	
	
	

	Free-market economy
	
	
	
	


Task 4
Below you will a spectrum model similar to the one titled “Degree of Government Involvement in the Economy” on page 317.  Place the following terms on the spectrum:
Command economy, Mixed economy, Free-market economy, communism, democratic socialism, modern liberalism, classical liberalism.  
After you’ve labeled the spectrum, answer the questions below.

[image: image1]
Why is a command economy typical in a communist state?
Why is a mixed economy considered an economic system of modern liberalism?

Why is a free-market economy considered an economic system of classical liberalism?

Task 5
Read the section on “Egalitarianism and Cuba” on pages 319-320.  Think of three pros and three cons for the command economy system in Cuba.
Pros                                                                                     Cons

Task 6

Answer the following questions:

1.  How does the Quiet Revolution in Quebec represent equality of opportunity?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What is affirmative action?  How does affirmative action in the U.S.  represent equality of opportunity? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Read “Voices” on p.324.  Do you agree with Jennifer Gratz’ argument or disagree?  Explain why.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Describe the “New Deal”:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Define fiscal policy:

6.  Define monetary policy:

7.  Read the section on Economic Stability and Government on pages 327-328.  In a paragraph or two, describe why Canada and the U.S. entered a recession a couple of years ago.  Also, explain President Obama’s plan to end the recession and the American response to his plan:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Define progressive taxation:

9.  Define social safety net:

Task 7

Find a partner (groups of two max).  With your partner answer the following the multiple choice questions.  Once you have chosen the answer you think is correct, write a rationale explaining why the answer you chose is correct, and why the other three are incorrect. For example:

A)  Is wrong because…

B)  Is wrong because…

C) Is the correct response because…

D)  Is wrong because…

You can use your textbooks for consultation.  
1)  What type of economy is present in a collectivist society?


A)  Control economy


B)  Command economy


C)  Communist economy


D)  Cooperative economy

Rationale:  ____________________________________________________________________________A)_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________B)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________C)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________D)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2)  What is the boom-bust cycle?

A)  Alternating periods of economic prosperity and depression


B)  The tendancy of the rich to get richer and the poor to stay poor


C)  A political theory about the rise and fall of governmental power


D)  A Marxist theory about the tendancy of large corporations to fragment

Rationale:

____________________________________________________________________________A)_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________B)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________C)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________D)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  In theory, which of the following statements about collectivist economies is true?

A)  No citizen is richer or poorer than another


B)  There are no periods of economic depression


C)  They are weaker than free-market economies


D)  Citizens are rewarded in proportion to their efforts

Rationale:

____________________________________________________________________________A)_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________B)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________C)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________D)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  What type of economic system does Canada have?


A)  Mixed economy


B)  Collective economy


C)  Command economy


D)  Free-market economy

Rationale:

____________________________________________________________________________A)_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________B)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________C)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________D)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  What is the main vulnerability (weakness) of a free-market economy?


A)  Class warfare

B)  Risk of capital


C)  Boom-bust cycles


D)  Stock market crashes

Rationale:

____________________________________________________________________________A)_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________B)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________C)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________D)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  How do command economies lessen the impact of economic depression?


A)  By nationalizing key industries


B)  By encouraging limited capitalism


C)  By taking control of the means of production


D)  By redistributing wealth equitably among the citizenry

Rationale:  

____________________________________________________________________________A)_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________B)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________C)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________D)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  One disadvantage of command economies is that they


A)  create economic imbalances


B)  eliminate individual incentive 


C)  are vulnerable to boom-bust cycles


D)  are less efficient than free-market economies

Rationale:

____________________________________________________________________________A)_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________B)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________C)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________D)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  How does Canada help protect its citizens from boom-bust cycles?


A)  By increasing taxes


B)  By deregulating the economy


C)  By providing social programs


D)  By nationalizing key industries

Rationale:

____________________________________________________________________________A)_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________B)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________C)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________D)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Task 8
With your partner, analyze the following sources.  Explain the implicit and explicit messages, perspective and bias (if it exists).
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Implicit message(s):

Explicit message(s):

Perpsective/bias:

“Prosperity or egalitarianism - you have to choose. I favor freedom - you never achieve real equality anyway: you simply sacrifice prosperity for an illusion.”
· Mario Vargas Llosa
Implicit message:

Explicit message:

Perspective/bias:
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Implicit message:

Explicit message:

Perspective/bias:


“You do not take a person who, for years, has been hobbled by chains and liberate him, bringing him up to the starting line of a race and then say, “you are free to compete with all the others,”  and still justly believe that you have been completely fair…This is the next and the more profound stage of the battle for civil rights.  We seek not just freedom but opportunity.”  
· U.S. President Lyndon Johnson, on affirmative action, in 1965

Implicit message:

Explicit messages:

Perspective/bias:

Answers to MC questions:
1)  B

2)  A

3)  A

4)  A

5)  C

6)  D

7)  B

8)  C

