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Social 10 








Name: _______________

SB 1C


         






Date: ________________
   

MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY

Enduring Understanding

Understand that identity is affected by media & communications technologies in a globalizing world.
UNDERSTAND MEDIA AND GLOBALIZATION
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	My Favourites


	Country of Origin

	
	Canada
	United States
	Other -where? 

	Songs

____________________

____________________


	______
______
	______
______
	______
______

	Recording Artists

____________________

____________________


	______
______
	______
______
	______
______

	Books and/or magazines

____________________

____________________

	______
______
	______
______
	______
______

	TV Shows

____________________

____________________


	______
______
	______
______
	______
______

	Movies

____________________

____________________

	______
______
	______
______
	______
______

	Web Sites

____________________

____________________

	______
______
	______
______
	______
______
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Watch video clips
As you watch the videos, list some of the attitudes and stereotypes stated or suggested about Canada. 
What do we say about ourselves? Consider the clips to explore the statements Canadians make about themselves. Why are Canadians so adamant that people know who they "really" are?  Who do you think has prompted their comments?
Influences?  Who is Canada influenced by? How are we influenced? In these clips, consider the influences Canada experiences (and from whom).
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 Does it matter that we are so influenced by the American media industry (i.e. news, 
 
 movies, advertisements, etc.)?  Why? Why not?

Assessing the response

	
	Excellent
	Proficient
	Satisfactory
	Underdeveloped 

	Position
	Position is insightful and persuasive; shows a thoughtful and mature consideration of the issue.
	Position is logical and relevant; sound consideration of the issue.
	Position is reasonable but basic; shows a simplistic, general consideration of the issue.
	Position on nationalism is weak, haphazard or inaccurate; shows a confused, ineffective &/or vague consideration of the issue.

	Support
	Appropriate, thoughtful support is described in a precise accurate manner.
	Relevant support is described in an occasionally precise manner; minor inaccuracies may occur.
	Support is simplistic and is most often listed rather than described; inaccuracies may occur.
	Support is lacking and/or is inaccurate.


Comments:

PROMOTING CANADIAN CULTURE



Take notes on government strategies to protect Canadian culture
Like the Internet, mass media such as television and radio have the power to reach millions of people. These media can be forces that encourage cultural diversity — or forces that promote cultural homogenization. How does Canada deal with this issue? Copy the blanks into the notes in your student booklet as they are revealed and discussed.
CRTC:  ___________ ______________________ and ________________ Commission
Purpose:  to ensure that the _______________, _____________, telephone, ______________, internet or services in Canada reflect Canadian creativity and talent, our ______________ nature, our _________________ diversity and the special place of ____________________ peoples in our society.
For example, the CRTC is responsible for "Can-Con" (Canadian content) regulations in radio
The rule: in Canada ____________% of radio music must be Canadian content between ______am and _______pm; 

· results in increased ______________________ for Canadian musicians
CBC: ___________________ _____________________ ______________________

- gov't _________________ and ______________________ TV and radio station

- "not for profit" ( focuses on providing a "________________"  to __________________ rather than making _______________________

EXPLORING THE GLOBALIZATION OF MEDIA
Take notes on important terminology

It is important to understand some of the realities of media in our world today. Copy each of the definitions into the corresponding location below and review some or all of the extra information provided. In the next part of this lesson, you will consider the relationship between these three ideas.

View the cartoon and answer questions
The following cartoon makes a commentary about media convergence, a.k.a. media cross-ownership. Examine the cartoon, then answer the two questions.




 What is the cartoonist’s point of view about media convergence?

 What evidence supports the cartoonist’s point of view?
Create a Venn diagram

Select one or more of the following Venn diagrams, or create your own, to effectively reflect the relationship(s) between the terms media concentration, media convergence & diversity. Explain your Venn diagram(s) in the space provided below.





You may wish to include some of the ideas from each definition in your Venn diagram(s) to increase clarity.


 How might convergence and concentration reduce the diversity of voices in Canada and    

 around the world? Explain your response.
Explore “pop culture”
Pop culture is ever-changing and becoming universalized. Complete the following skill builder to better understand the concept of pop-culture, then complete the question which follows.
	Skill Builder
	Note-taking

- take turns coming to the board and crossing out "non-essential" words from the description of "pop" culture at the bottom of the page

- use the criteria below to help make your decisions

- with the remaining parts in mind, write a definition of "pop culture" in your own words



Your definition of “pop culture”:

Some people believe that pop culture is becoming universalized, meaning that, because of the globalization of concentrated media, people around the world are in fact being influenced by much of the same culture. Do you agree? If so, what does this mean for diversity? 

If you disagree, perhaps you think culture is becoming increasingly hybridized, meaning people are combining cultures, taking bits of each culture and creating something new.  Is this more likely the case? Explain your response.
Assessing the response

	
	Excellent
	Proficient
	Satisfactory
	Underdeveloped 

	Position
	Position is insightful and persuasive; shows a thoughtful and mature consideration of the issue.
	Position is logical and relevant; sound consideration of the issue.
	Position is reasonable but basic; shows a simplistic, general consideration of the issue.
	Position on nationalism is weak, haphazard or inaccurate; shows a confused, ineffective &/or vague consideration of the issue.

	Support
	Appropriate, thoughtful support is described in a precise accurate manner.
	Relevant support is described in an occasionally precise manner; minor inaccuracies may occur.
	Support is simplistic and is most often listed rather than described; inaccuracies may occur.
	Support is lacking and/or is inaccurate.


Comments:

Determine who chooses and whose voice is missing

Brainstorm who "chooses" which stories, events or topics are covered in the media. (What does this person look like? HINT: Who runs the media corporations?)
Describe the perspective that the "people who choose" most likely have?

Whose voices are missing? Whose stories are untold? Which perspectives are not considered? 

IDENTIFYING CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Compete in an information race

Using your cell phone (or other hand held information-gathering device) or a computer, find all of the information below as quickly as possible. As you find the data, record it in the designated area in your student booklet.

1. What is the present temperature in Buenos Aires __________

2. Who is the current leader of Latvia __________________________

3. Use Google earth to zoom in on a picture of your high school. Record  the exact amount of time it took you to get the information from the moment you type it in. _________________ minutes

4. Translate the phrase "I am an amazing grade 10 student" into at least 3 foreign languages.

	Language
	Translation

	
	

	
	

	
	


5. Visit city-mankato.us and list 3 of the most interesting things a tourist could see if they visited Mankato, Minnesota. 
i. _______________________________________________________________
ii. _______________________________________________________________
iii. _______________________________________________________________
6. Google your first name and note how many results come up ______________________
7. What is the local phone number of your MP's office? _____________________________
8. What is Nelson Mandela's middle name? ______________________________________
9. Visit dhmo.org to find out three effects of the chemical dihydrogen monoxide. 
i. _______________________________________________________________
ii. _______________________________________________________________
iii. _______________________________________________________________
10. What is the population of your home town?_____________________________________
 Reflect: Explain three observations (or new things you learned about media, using the  

 Internet, etc.) from this activity. 
Analyze the cartoon

Complete the following activities as you determine the message of the cartoon.

A) Label as many of the “plugs” (communication technologies) as you can recognize. 

B) What other technologies do you use to stay in touch with people?
C) What point is the cartoonist making by leaving out land masses and oceans from the image?
D) What is the central message of the cartoon? 

E) Considering this message, what impacts could this have on cultural diversity and identity? Explain.
Create a powerful caption 

Now that you've interpreted the message of the cartoon, create a powerful caption for it. Captions are not written lightly. Some editors, artists and writers spend hours mulling over the best terms to use when including a caption for an image, drawing or cartoon. Use the following criteria to help you generate ideas and judge whether the caption you create is a powerful one.


   Caption:

Brainstorm challenges & opportunities
Considering the information race and the analysis of the cartoon, you may be able to see that communications technologies can be both helpful and harmful. BRAINSTORM possible challenges & opportunities global communications technologies might present to individuals or groups in our world today.

	Challenges
	Opportunities

	
	


Explore opportunities for cultures in "media"
Consider the sources presented and add details to the Challenges/Opportunities chart above.
Try to think of some other examples of cultures or groups who have used technology as an opportunity or who have found it a challenge to their identity. Add these ideas to your opportunities and challenges chart.
EXPLORING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE

Learn about the "The Digital Divide"

Read the entire article at http://issues.tigweb.org/digitaldivide to learn about the digital divide. Using the notetaking strategy you learned earlier (focussing only on the most essential and important words), create an explanation of the term "digital divide". The criteria for effective note-taking are provided here as a reminder. 
Draw “The Digital Divide”

Analyze the data at one or both of the sources cited below. Given that information, as well as your understanding of what the digital divide is, draw a line to represent the Digital Divide on the map below.
Other terms used to describe this “split” in the world are:
Identify exceptions to the rule
Take another look at the line you drew on the map as the digital divide and re-consider the information you've examined. Are there "exceptions to the rule"? Are some areas of the world on the wrong side of the line? Do some groups of people use technology more or less than the majority of people around them? Identify at least three "exceptions to the rule" and explain why you think they do not "fit the trend" that surrounds them.

Given the information you have so far, complete the following chart:

	Ways technology is making the 

digital divide wider
	Ways technology is making the 

digital divide narrower

	
	 



 Is it possible to eliminate “The Digital Divide”? Explain.

UNDERSTANDING THE HUMAN PRICE

Watch “Congo’s Tin Soldiers”

Teens today, like you, know a tremendous amount about digital technology and its use. However, there may be a layer of information you’re unaware about when it comes to the technological devices and equipment you use on a regular basis. Explore the listed resources in order to complete the questions outlined below. 




Explain this issue in terms of the digital divide? In other words, what is the connection between the digital divide, porters/miners in the Congo and your cell phone or computer?
EVALUATING THE EFFECTS
(optional) Study pictures

Examine the pictures showing people using digital communication technologies, then respond to the questions.

What do the pictures indicate to you about recent trends in communication?

What opportunities and challenges might you predict for people and society if these trends continue?
(optional) View advertisement

After watching the advertisement, consider the following questions.
What is the key message of this advertisement (aside from the desire to sell gum)?
What issue connected to communications technologies does it illustrate? Explain.
Pre-view questions, then watch "Growing Up Online"

Pre-view the following questions then view the documentary. As you watch, be aware of your reactions the information presented. After the video, blog (digital or paper) short responses to questions paying close attention, and responding respectfully, to what others are saying. After blogging, write a personal response to the ideas presented in "Growing Up Online" and in the blog. You may choose to select only one question/topic to write about or several that interest you. Aim to write your response to a length of approximately one page (single-spaced).
1) How much time is appropriate to spend online every day? Explain?
2) What do you think about your parents having access to your internet passwords? Explain.
3) Do you think it is important for a person your age to have a cell phone? Explain.
4) What do you think about the use of technology in school? Explain.
5) What are your thoughts about Jessica’s alternate identity online as Autumn Edows?  Do you know anyone like this? Do you see how this could happen? Explain.
6) What is your impression of mom Evan Skinner?  Do you think she is overprotective?  What are your parents like when it comes monitoring your activity online? Explain.
7) What are your thoughts about the cyber-bullying and internet predators? Explain.

Assessing the personal response – Growing Up Online
	
	Excellent
	Proficient
	Satisfactory
	Underdeveloped 

	Position
	Position is insightful and persuasive; shows a thoughtful and mature consideration of the issue(s).
	Position is logical and relevant; sound consideration of the issue(s).
	Position is reasonable but basic; shows a simplistic, general consideration of the issue(s).
	Position on nationalism is weak, haphazard or inaccurate; shows a confused, ineffective &/or vague consideration of the issue(s).

	Support
	Appropriate, thoughtful support is described in a precise accurate manner.
	Relevant support is described in an occasionally precise manner; minor inaccuracies may occur.
	Support is simplistic and is most often listed rather than described; inaccuracies may occur.
	Support is lacking and/or is inaccurate.


Comments:

Evaluate communication technologies’ effect

Identify five issues associated with communication technologies which society must deal with today. Determine the extent to which each issue presents opportunities or challenges.

	ISSUE
	                Explanation of issue’s affect
	 Opportunity ----- Challenge

	
	
	


	
	
	


	
	
	


	
	
	


	
	
	



Using your completed chart above, make an overall determination about whether society has been bettered or worsened by the increased prevalence of communications technologies. Is society better or worse off because of communications technology? Are we on our way to losing our collective and individual identities if we continue on this path of globalized media? Or, have communication technologies provided us with such valuable convenience and benefit that we should embrace them even more than we are? In other words, do increased communication technologies threaten our individual and collective identities or does it enhance them?
Opportunity 








          Challenge 

Write a persuasive letter

Keeping your determination in mind, imagine you could send a letter back in time. This would give you the chance to write to your parents when they were your age. In your letter, explain your determination about how communications technologies have impacted everyday life and society today. Be sure to provide lots of evidential support to back up your ideas. Once you've explained your judgment, persuade your parents about how they can help to reduce, maintain or increase the communications technologies' affect. Convince them to either reject or embrace communications technologies based on how you've judged their impact. 

Use the following criteria to guide your efforts at writing a persuasive letter.

Assessing persuasive letters

	
	Excellent
	Proficient
	Satisfactory 
	Underdeveloped

	Persuasive techniques
	Letter displays excellent use of language that is thought provoking and persuasive. 
	Letter displays good use of language that is thought provoking and persuasive.
	Letter displays adequate use of language that is thought provoking and persuasive.
	Little or no evidence of thought provoking or persuasive language.

	Relevant, convincing reasons
	Reasons are totally relevant to the position and are stated in a very convincing manner.
	Reasons relate to the position and are stated in a convincing manner.
	Reasons mostly relate to the position and are stated in a fairly convincing manner.
	Reasons given are not relevant and/or very convincing.

	Supporting factual details

 
	Included factual details are comprehensive; clarify the issue & strengthen the argument considerably.
	Included factual details are appropriate, support the issue & give some strength to the argument. 
	Included factual details are adequate, mostly relevant yet inconsistently support the argument.
	Factual details are vague and/or not included; when included, may not always be relevant or support the issue. 


Comments:

Media convergence: 








2





Media concentration:  








Record your favourites 


Consider the first column of the chart below. What are your favourites in each of the categories? Try to think of at least 2, even if it's something that was your favourite a long time ago. After designating your favourites, check whether they are from Canada, the United States or from somewhere else. For example, if you decide to include "The Cat in the Hat" by Dr. Suess as one of your favourite books because you just loved it when you were little, find out where Dr. Seuss is from (USA). You may need to do a bit of research to determine the origins of your favourites. 








Watch advertisements


The two advertisements use media to communicate their message. Of course, their main purpose is to encourage people to sign-on to their website, however, they are making an interesting commentary about globalization. 


What do the advertisements indicate to you about media & globalization? 





Criteria for an effective caption: 


catchy


informative


relevant


concise





Colour and label “Democratic Republic of Congo”





4





3





1
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Diversity:  








Create a list of media sources


Media, in its many varied forms, is a way we learn about the world. As a class, list all the media sources you can think of.








9





12





14





15





Venn diagram explanation(s):





Venn diagram(s):
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Criteria for an effective Venn diagram:


 maintains integrity of the terms' meaning


 shows clear relationship(s) between three terms





Criteria for effective note-taking:


 concise


 accurate


 only the most important parts remain 


 in your own words
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Criteria for effective note-taking:


 concise


 accurate


 only the most important parts remain 


 in your own words





What is cassiterite or coltan?  














What does cassiterite or coltan have to do with your cell phone/ computer/ ipod?














List the working/ living conditions experienced by the “porters” and “miners” of these minerals:








Criteria for a persuasive letter:


convincing language 


logical, relevant and convincingly stated reasons


purposeful and supportive evidence
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6





7





8





10





11





13
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Once completed, review the chart, looking for trends. Are your favourites from places all over the world or from one or two places? What might this suggest about the influences on your identity?
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